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Dear Consul,

Raising the Response level to “Serious”

This letter serves to inform you that the “Serious Rcsponse Level” under the
Government's Preparedness Plan for Influenza Pandemic has been activated in view of the
first human case'of avian influenza A'(HTN9) in Hong Kong.

The victim is a 36-year-old Indonesian domestic helper who has a history of
traveling to Shenzhen, buying a chicken, slaughtering and eating the chicken. The case is
now under treatment and close contacts of the patient are under medical surveillance.

The Hong Kong Special Adwministrative Region Government (HKSARG) has
notified the Mainland authority and the World Health Organization according to cstablished
procedures. Meanwhile, Hong Kong will suspend the import of live chickens from the three
registéred chicken farms in Shenzhen.

Travelers, cspecially those rctuming from avian influenza A(H7N9)-affected
areas, with fever or respiratory symptoms, are reminded to immediately wear facial masks,
seck medical attention, and reveal their travel history to doctors. Health-care professionals
are advised to pay special atiention to patients who might have had contact with birds,
poultry or their droppings in affected areas. Travelers are urged not lo visit wet markets
with live poultry in the affected areas and to avoid direct contact with poultry, birds and their
droppings. 'If contact has been made, they should thoroughly wash their hands with soap and
water, .
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Members .of the public are reminded to remain vigilant and take heed of the
following prevenfive advice against avian influenza:

¢  Poultry and eggs should be thoroughly cooked before cating;

*  Wash hands frequently with soap, especially before touching the mouth, nose or eyes,
handling food or eating; after going to the toilet or touching public installations or
equipment such as escalator handrails, elevator control panels or door knobs; or when
hands are dirtied by respiratory secretions after coughing or sneezing;

*  Cover the nose and mouth while sneezing or coughing, and hold the spit with a tissue
and put it into a covered dustbin;

*  Avoid crowded places and contact with fever patients; and

*+  Wear a mask when respiratory symptoms dwelap or when taking care of fever patients.

. For more information about the latest development, you are welcome to visit the
wehpag& of the Centre for Health Protection under the Depariment of Health, as follows —

ntent/24244,
www chp. gmr hkﬂﬁinsjgﬁﬂgluhnl milﬁtggs avian_influenza ¢ pdf

. You-are also welcome to contact Mr. Francis MAK, Supetintendent of Police
(ERIB) at sp_erib@dh.gov.hk (email) or 2)25 2879 (office) for latest update.

Yours sincerely,

(Dr. H¢ DNG]
for DI tor of Health

We build a healthy Hong Kong and
a.s'pire m be an internationally renowned public health authority

D I AIARTTIT PO0 . arxa FAAT FIAE=D30-£8



	DOC041213-04122013114644_Page_1
	DOC041213-04122013114644_Page_2

